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220 18 VIRGINIA LAW REGISTER. [ July, 

COMMONWEALTH v. BASS. 
March 21, 1912. 
[74 S. E. 397.] 

1. Criminal Law (§ 447*) — Justices of the Peace — Conclusiveness 
of Records. — A justice court is not a court of record, so that the 
indorsement of the justice on a warrant, "Fine and costs paid," is 
not conclusive on an appeal therefrom, and that the justice received 
only a negotiable note as payment may be proved by his admissions 
on a trial de novo in the circuit court. 

[Ed. Note. — For other cases, see Criminal Law, Cent. Dig. 
§§ 1029-1031; Dec. Dig. § 447.* 9 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 70, 86; 1 
Va.-W. Va. Eng. Dig. 654.] 

2. Criminal Law (§ 260*) — Justices of the Peace — Satisfaction of 
Fine — Promissory Note — Payment— Right to Appeal. — Under Code 
1904, § 717, which provides that a justice may, in his discretion, in 
misdemeanor cases tried by. him, take security for the payment of 
a fine and costs imposed, the taking of a negotiable note for a fine 
and costs upon a conviction for the violation of the revenue laws 
in a justice court was only security for payment, or, at most, a con- 
ditional satisfaction, and is not a payment which will preclude an 
appeal. 

[Ed. Note. — For other cases, see Criminal Law, Cent. Dig. 
§§ 567-609; Dec. Dig. § 260.* 11 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 66.] 

3. Criminal Law— (§ 598*) — Continuance — Discretion of Court. — 
Where, in a prosecution for a violation of the revenue laws, there 
had been a number of continuances, and no effort had been made by 
the commonwealth to secure the attendance of the prosecuting wit- 
ness in a prosecution before the justice from whom the cause was 
appealed until a short time before the trial, the refusal of a contin- 
uance was not an abuse of discretion. 

[Ed. Note. — For other cases, see Criminal Law, Cent. Dig. 
§§ 1335-1341; Dec. Dig. § 598.* 3 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 296.] 

Error to Circuit Court, Hanover County. 

Charles Bass was charged with selling intoxicating liqudrs 
without a license. From a judgment of acquittal, the Common- 
wealth brings error. Affirmed. 

The Attorney General, for the Commonwealth. 
Leith S. Bremner, for defendant in error. 



♦For other cases- see same topic and section NUMBER in Dec. 
Dig. & Am. Dig. Key No. Series & Rep'r Indexes. 



